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a new, smaller Government, citizens must work
together to tackle the challenges of a new cen-
tury. We must reach across the lines that divide
us to find common ground.

When I first appointed the Council almost
3 years ago, some of them knew each other
only as adversaries. But with this report, they
have shown us the power of partnership. They
have demonstrated that when business, environ-
mentalists, and Government work together in
good faith, we can pursue simultaneously the
goals of economic prosperity, social equity, and
environmental quality.

This report will make a major contribution
to the challenge I set forth: to enable all our
people to make the most of their own lives
with stronger families, more educational oppor-
tunities, economic security, safer streets, a clean-
er environment in a safer world. I want to thank

all who contributed to making this difficult un-
dertaking such a success.

The work, however, is not finished. This re-
port will not sit on a shelf gathering dust. In-
stead, I am announcing the following actions:
First, I ask the Council to continue its work
in order to begin implementing some of its rec-
ommendations. I hope Jonathan Lash and David
Buzzelli will continue to serve as co-chairs
through December. Second, I have asked the
Vice President to lead these efforts within the
administration. Finally, I will ask White House
offices and Federal agencies to support the U.S.
Conference of Mayors and the National Associa-
tion of Counties in establishing a new Joint Cen-
ter on Sustainable Communities. This new part-
nership will work to implement the rec-
ommendations in this report in communities
across the Nation.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on International
Agreements
March 7, 1996

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. Chairman:)
Pursuant to subsection (b) of the Case-Za-

blocki Act, (1 U.S.C. 112b(b)), I hereby transmit
a report prepared by the Department of State
concerning international agreements.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Jesse Helms, Chairman of the Senate Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations. An original was not
available. This letter was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on March 8.

Address to the People of the Middle East
March 8, 1996

Greetings to all the viewers of ‘‘Dialogue With
the West.’’ I’m pleased to have this opportunity
to speak with you today. This has been a dif-
ficult week for all of us who have cherished
the growing prospects of peace in the Middle
East and Israel. Dozens of people lost their
lives to an inhuman campaign of terror.

Think about the victims for a moment. Each
was a human being, a son or a daughter, a
husband or a wife, a mother or a father. Each

wanted only to live and to love, to work and
to dream in a land of peace.

Those responsible for these terrible acts have
but one aim: to stop the peace process that
so many people throughout Israel and the Arab
world so strongly desire. The enemies of peace
know that a new day is dawning in the Middle
East, a day in which all its peoples can enjoy
the simple blessings of a normal life. With each
new step along the way, these enemies grow
more and more desperate, and so they sow the
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seeds of division and conflict, of hatred and
destruction.

But make no mistake: The future they darken
is their own. For instead of a life of security
and prosperity, all they have to offer is violence,
poverty, and despair. We must not allow them
to prevail. If we do everything we can to
strengthen the peace they fear, they will not
prevail.

In the midst of this week’s horror, there was
one especially powerful moment of hope. In
Gaza City, 10,000 Palestinians came together to
make a simple, urgent plea: Say no to terrorism;
say yes to peace. They know that their own
dreams and aspirations are at risk, to provide
for their loved ones, to raise a family in security,
to see their own children enjoy lives free from
violence and full of possibilities. And they un-
derstand a truth that we see all around the
world.

Today the fundamental differences are no
longer between Arab and Jew or Protestant and
Catholic or Muslim, Serb, and Croat. The divid-
ing line today is between those who embrace
peace and those who would destroy it, between
those who look to the future and those who
are locked in the past, between those who open
their arms and those who still clench their fists.
Each of us must decide which side of the line
we are on; the right side, the only side, is the
side of peace.

Now more than ever, the choice we make
matters. Choose peace.

NOTE: This address was recorded at 2:15 p.m. on
March 7 in the Roosevelt Room at the White
House for later broadcast and was embargoed for
release until 1 p.m. on March 8.

Remarks to Harman International Industries Employees in Northridge,
California
March 8, 1996

Thank you very much. If you have a seat,
please take it. Thank you very much, Bertha.
She said that she was nervous before she spoke,
but I think she did a terrific job, don’t you?
When she told me that she’d been here 30
years, I thought that the company must have
violated the child labor laws when she was hired.
[Laughter] But I’ll take her word for it.

I want to thank Dr. Sidney Harman for that
fine statement that he made. And I thank Sidney
and Congresswoman Jane Harman for riding out
with me this morning. We did come out on
Air Force One; we did talk for an hour. Actually,
what we did for an hour was I listened to him
rave about you. That’s what he talked about.
He talked about how great you were, how cre-
ative you were, how you had proved his faith
in the United States and in California and in
the proposition that people from all different
walks of life could work together in a common
enterprise. And you would have been very proud
if you had heard him talk about you this morn-
ing in the privacy of our conversation.

I want to thank the State and local officials
who are here today, and most of all, I want

to thank you for giving me a chance to share
some time with you. When I was Governor for
12 years before I moved to Washington, I spent,
I suppose, more hours in factories and schools
than anything else I did. I think I visited at
least an average of a factory a week in the
12 years I was Governor. And I went through
the terrible, difficult times of the 1980’s for
manufacturing in America, and I watched it
come back. So my attention has been riveted
on the whole question of how people produce
and when in America for a very long time now.

I’m honored to be back in Northridge. I was
here, of course, shortly after the earthquake dev-
astated you 2 years ago, and I was struck by
the spirit and the determination of the people
here; even more remarkably, by the way the
community pulled together to rebuild. And I
can’t help but acknowledging another thing that
Dr. Harman told me this morning, which was
that you were back up and running here about
3 days after the earthquake because all the em-
ployees came back in and cleaned it up and
moved it forward. And that is a truly astonishing
accomplishment, and I want to compliment you
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